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Treaty of Paris signed, Sept. 
3, 1783

he United States issued a postage stamp marking 

the bicentennial of the Treaty of Paris in 1983.
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On this day in 1783, the United States and Great Britain signed a 

formal peace treaty in Paris, putting the Revolutionary War behind 

them. Known as the Treaty of Paris, it was signed at the Hotel d'York 

in the city’s Latin Quarter (now 56 Rue Jacob) by John Adams, 

Benjamin Franklin and John Jay, who represented the United States of 

America, and David Hartley, a British parliamentarian who 

represented King George III.

Nearly two years had passed since British Gen. Charles Cornwallis 

had surrendered at Yorktown, Virginia, to a Patriot force led by Gen. 

George Washington, which had effectively ended the fighting.
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The two key provisions of the treaty were British recognition of 

American independence and the demarcation of boundaries that 

paved the way for the new nation’s western expansion. Although 

Franklin demanded that the British turn over Canada to the American 

victors, he recognized that the government of Prime Minister Lord 

Shelburne, which initially was opposed to American independence, 

wasn’t prepared to go that far.

However, after some hard bargaining, the British acceded to the 

American demand that the boundary with Canada should revert to 

where it was after the Seven Year’s War in 1763, and not the revisions 

set in the Quebec Act in 1774. 

The difference between the two included the entire the area east of 

the Mississippi and north of the Ohio River, known as the Northwest 

Territory, from which in time 6½ new states would emerge.

Vermont was included within the new boundaries because the state of 

New York insisted that Vermont was a part of New York, although 



Vermont was then under a local government that considered Vermont 

not to be a part of the United States.

Two months of hard bargaining in Paris and London resulted in a 

draft accord under which the British accepted American independence 

and fixed boundaries. Other provisions of the treaty resolved the 

issue of fishing rights on the Newfoundland banks, prewar debts 

owed British creditors, restitution of property lost during the war by 

Americans loyal to the British cause, and evacuation of the remaining 

British military forces from the 13 states.

Lenient British terms were undergirded by hopes that the Americans 

would become major trading partners. The concession of the trans-

Appalachian region was designed to facilitate the growth of the 

American population and thereby to create fresh lucrative markets for 

British merchants, without any military or administrative costs to 

London. As Charles Gravier, count of Vergennes, the French foreign 

minister during the reign of Louis XVI, put it: “The English buy peace 

rather than make it.”

The Confederate Congress ratified the treaty on Jan. 14, 1784. Copies 

were sent back to Europe for ratification by the other parties 

involved, the first reaching France in March 1784. British ratification 

occurred on April 9, 1784, and the ratified versions were exchanged in 

Paris on May 12, 1784.

SOURCE: U.S. LIBRARY OF CONGRESS




